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every weekend and in the summer months, would likely have had
no meals at all. What we learned was that not one of these people
had planned on being food insecure or hungry. Not one of them
chose this situation.

It’s all about people.
For more than 30 years, the team at the Greater Lansing Food
Bank has realized that, while data is important, the story of our
organization is really about the people of the communities we
serve. Some are in need. Some have the ability to give. Often,
the difference isn’t visible. They don’t know each other, but they
easily could. They may even live in the same neighborhoods. Their
children go to the same schools and they worship together.
That’s what we as a society have now learned about hunger—it
does not discriminate. It impacts families and individuals; the
very young and very old and everyone in between. It does not
differentiate based on gender or race or ethnicity.
But, at the same time, we have also learned that caring does not
discriminate either. And that is the message of our 2015 annual
report to the community. Our story of the past year is all about the
people whose lives we have touched…or who have touched us.

But there is more to this picture, and that is the rest of this story
about people. It is the story of the real people who make up midMichigan, and about a community that truly cares. It is the story of
how people from across our community reached out once again,
giving what they could because they, like we, believe that no one
in our community should go hungry. That is what our report card to
you is all about. And it is the story we are pleased to share with the
people of the communities we serve.
On behalf of the board of directors and staff of the Greater Lansing
Food Bank, this is our report card to you—the people, businesses
and foundations that provided the support over this past year so
we could feed those in need. We are only able to do this because
of you. Thank you for caring and for placing your trust and
confidence in the team at the Greater Lansing Food Bank.
Sincerely,

In our report, we talk about a term which applies to more and
more of the people we serve—food insecurity. Over the past year,
we came to better understand its meaning. And, more importantly,

Joe Chahine, Board Chair

to know just a little better the people we were serving—the
military veterans who now need our help; the retired GM worker
and his wife who thought the retirement they had planned on
was secured, only to be forced to rethink their plans when illness
changed everything. We met families with small children who

Joe Wald, Executive Director

easily could have been any of our neighbors or coworkers. And
we met far too many children who, were it not for the volunteer
organizations around our community that made certain that
thousands of these school-age children had food to take home

On behalf of the board of directors and staff of the Greater Lansing Food Bank, this is our
report card to you—the people, businesses and foundations that provided the support
over this past year so we could feed those in need. We are only able to do this because
of you. Thank you for caring and for placing your trust and confidence in the team at the
Greater Lansing Food Bank.
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Like every year, 2014 began with great challenges but
equally great opportunities.
It began with the after-effects of the devastating ice storm that struck
the Greater Lansing area during the 2013 Christmas holiday season,
leaving vast segments of the community without power—for more
than a week in some areas. Fortunately, we were able to continue
operations while power was being restored. This proved especially
important as families moved back into their homes once power
was restored, only to learn that the food in their refrigerators and
freezers had spoiled. The GLFB received hundreds of calls requesting
emergency food support. Working with our agency network, we were
able to distribute thousands of pounds of food to help those in our
community who never expected to begin the New Year at risk for
going hungry.
The GLFB team entered 2014 with a focused list of goals. While we
knew that needs change from day to day, we also knew we must stay
focused every day of the year on our mission: feeding those in need.
We began the year as we had ended the previous year, with a firm
commitment that no one in our community should go hungry.

Looking back at 2014
In 2014, the GLFB helped to feed thousands of our friends and
neighbors across the seven counties we serve. We worked diligently to
heighten awareness of the new realities of hunger in our community,
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breaking through many of the old stereotypes of what hunger is
and who it affects. We created new partnerships and made it a point
to meet many of those who are the face of hunger today. Working
with individuals and families, businesses and foundations, state and
local governments and the media, we built a coalition to begin to
more efficiently and aggressively fight hunger across our region. It
is only because of the support that came in so many forms from so
many people that we were able to meet the needs in our community.
We distributed nearly seven million pounds of food in 2014—a 10
percent increase from the previous year, and equating to nearly six
million meals. We fed people of all ages, backgrounds, ethnicities and
education; men and women, children and seniors, military veterans,
families and students.

The Challenges
The challenges we faced in 2014 became increasingly evident as
the year progressed. In addition to facility issues of limited space, an
aging warehouse, poor flow and no parking, the rise in food prices
coupled with growing need challenged the team to demonstrate its
management abilities on a daily basis. In spite of these challenges, we
never lost sight of the need we were being asked to address. Following
is our story of the lives we touched in 2014.

A Recommitment to Service…in
Communities That Truly Care
As January 2014 drew to a close, our annual
end-of-year envelope campaign also concluded.
The theme of the 2013-14 campaign was “Don’t
Turn Your Back on Hunger,” and the people of
our community did not turn their backs. For the
second year in a row, the people and businesses
of our community donated more than $1 million
to support the work of the GLFB, proving once
again what a caring community we live in. To
put the importance of the envelope campaign
into perspective—in 2014, the GLFB purchased
$600,000 worth of food to help feed those
in need. This is in addition to the $700,000 in
grants we administer to our agency network
each year to provide food for those in need in
the communities we serve.
More than 6,700 people contributed to the
envelope campaign, our single largest fundraising effort of the year. There are many who
make this possible, but at the top of the list are
Lansing State Journal Publisher Brian Priester
and his team. For more than 30 years, the LSJ
has been a vital partner, inserting donation
envelopes in the paper during the holiday
season and providing extensive advertising
support. Special thanks also to Berl Schwartz
at the Lansing City Pulse and Jason Kitchen at
Adams Outdoor for their extra efforts to give
the GLFB the exposure needed throughout the
region to support our work.
In February, we opened the warehouse to about
60 of our friends and supporters, giving the
team an opportunity to talk about the GLFB’s
fight against hunger, the upcoming Empty
Plate Dinner in May, and to introduce some new
people to our operations. We also offered tours

of the warehouse operation, and gave some
of our supporters an opportunity to talk about
their choice to support the GLFB. A special
thanks goes out to Troppo, which contributed
much of the breakfast for the event, and to
Pat Spyke and LAFCU for helping to defray
additional costs. Speaking at the event were
Dr. Chris Abood, GLFB board member and the
son of one of our founders; Rep. Sam Singh and
Rep. Tom Cochran; and Rick Wright, president
and CEO of McLaren Greater Lansing, one of the
Empty Plate Title Sponsors.
Also in February, the Garden Project team—the
eternal optimists—began their garden leaders
training programs even as the snow continued
to fall, assuring us that spring was right around
the corner. More than 50 gardeners participated
in this series of workshops, and, as an outgrowth
of the program, three new gardens were started
in Harrison, in the northern reach of the GLFB
coverage.
In March, the Garden Project team began
distributing more than 400 Garden to Go packs,
seeds and instructions to our friends in the
outlying counties. Demand was so great that
we ran out, and we plan to more than double
the number of packs in 2015. At the same time,
Garden Project manager Alex Bryan and his
team agreed to partner with students from
the University of Michigan School of Natural
Resources to conduct research and a literature
search for the Garden Project. Concurrently,
students from MSU’s Broad School of Business
Weekend MBA Program worked on two research
projects related to warehouse facility needs and
the GLFB agency network. The results of these
projects provided management with important
knowledge to plan for the future.

As the winter to end all winters in midMichigan finally subsided, the team at the GLFB
stayed busy. Members of the Garden Project
participated in the Comcast Cares Day, doing
work at the Cristo Rey Community Garden.
MSU President Luanna K. Simon recognized the
important partnership between GLFB and the
MSU Student Food Bank at the newly renovated
food bank’s open house. On May 10, letter
carriers, with the support of the area postmaster,
once again held the Help Stamp Out Hunger
food drive, picking up more than 160,000
pounds of food (equating to more than 130,000
meals) donated by area residents to feed those
who might otherwise go hungry. Grand Ledge
Ford also held an important fund raiser for the
GLFB, inviting area residents to test drive new
Ford vehicles and making a donation for every
test drive. This event was coordinated by MSU
students.
But the highlight of the spring was certainly
the eighth annual Empty Plate Dinner, held
once again at the Kellogg Center, the event’s
Presenting Sponsor. The support Joel Heberlein
and his team provide is beyond comprehension.
Joel’s ownership of this event, his and his wife,
Mimi’s, brainchild, shows in every detail. His
commitment has made the Empty Plate one of
mid-Michigan’s premier events every spring.
Title sponsors in 2014 were McLaren Greater
Lansing and Jackson National Life, and Lansing
Neurosurgery was once again the Dinner Plate
sponsor. Additional community sponsorships
and ticket and auction purchases increased
awareness and provided financial support. We
also want to extend our thanks to local students
at Donley Elementary School, Hiawatha
Elementary School, Kinawa School, IHM-St.
Casimir School, St. Thomas Aquinas School, St.
Gerard School and Oakview South Elementary

Mariah Harrison of WLNS and Kim Shapiro of the GLFB
are pictured with Kathy Rios’ first grade class at Gier Park
Elementary. The class raised money for the GLFB with their
project, “Change Our World With Our Change.”
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Consumers Energy employees pitched in to help the Greater
Lansing Food Bank on Giving Tuesday, December 2, 2014.

Alex Bryan (left) at Comcast Cares Day at Cristo Rey Center,
April 26, 2015.

Meijer, Inc., presents a $10,000 donation to the Greater
Lansing Food Bank. Lansing Mayor Virg Bernero is pictured
with representatives from the GLFB and Meijer.

School, who provided the plates that were gifts
to all attendees as a reminder that no plate
in our community should be empty at meal
times. Fine food for the event was provided by
The State Room at Kellogg Hotel & Conference
Center, Bordeaux at Crowne Plaza Lansing
West, Dusty’s Cellar, Morton’s Fine Catering,
Spartan Signature Catering, Troppo/Tavern
on the Square/Peppino’s Sports Grille and the
University Club of MSU. Thank you all for your
commitment to making the Empty Plate Dinner
the success it has become. We also want to
recognize Rebecca Bahar-Cook and Carol Conn
of Capitol Fundraising Associates and Kelly
Rossman-McKinney who add that extra touch
in planning and execution each year. Proceeds
from the 2014 Empty Plate Dinner totaled more
than $357,000. Thank you to all who made this
such an amazing success.

and its participating area restaurants to the
Greater Lansing Food Bank. In October, our
friends at the Potters’ Guild and Clayworks
provided hundreds of handmade bowls for the
24th annual Empty Bowls event, sponsored
by and held at Troppo in downtown Lansing.
ATT provided a new sponsorship to support
this cause which raised more than $13,000 to
support the GLFB.

operations, trends and the holidays and hunger.
The GLFB received a nice surprise from the
Meijer Corporation at the ribbon cutting for its
newly renovated South Lansing store, when the
company donated $10,000 worth of Meijer gift
cards to help us feed those in need.

The summer months brought golf season,
and with it a number of fundraisers and check
presentations to support the work of the GLFB.
These included the work of Kevin Miller at
the Capital Region International Airport and
the Airport Golf Outing, and the USPFO event
coordinated by Specialist Anthony Isaac with the
support of Colonel James Stokes. In addition,
the new Regal Cinemas opened in Lansing, and
their gala grand opening was highlighted by a
$13,500 donation to the GLFB.
The fall featured even more activities
supporting the GLFB. These included the
Ramadan Dinner, supported by Mayors Virg
Bernero of Lansing and Nathan Triplett of East
Lansing. Of the many people who worked so
diligently to make this such a first-rate event,
special thanks go to Dr. Abdalmajid Katranji and
Renee Freeman of Mayor Bernero’s office, who
once again kept everything moving in the right
direction. Restaurant Week brought additional
support from the Restaurant Association

More fall events: The Eli Broad College of
Business hosted tailgates featuring musician
Brian Pentland and collected donations for the
GLFB. GLFB Garden Project manager Alex Bryan
was recognized by Americorps Alums as one
of 20 receiving a 20th Anniversary National
Leader Award, with an invitation to visit the
White House. The fall was also a particularly
important time for the team at the warehouse,
as Feeding America returned for the one year
re-inspection, a requirement for new members.
The team led by Kim Harkness, Janette Miller
and Mary Meirndorf deserve more than just our
congratulations for passing the requirements
with a score of 100%.
As fall turned to winter, we were pleased to
learn that Kroger would be partnering with
the Michigan Milk Producers to offer the Pour
It Forward campaign, encouraging shoppers
to contribute to sponsor gallons of milk for
the food banks around the state. By the end
of the program, the GLFB had been credited
with nearly 4,300 gallons of milk we could
order in 2015 to ship to our agency network for
distribution to those in need.
Winter was bound to return, and it did with
a vengeance in November. As the holidays
approached, GLFB Executive Director Joe Wald
was interviewed by Comcast Newsmakers,
WKAR Current State and other area radio,
TV and newspapers about the food bank
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The 2014-2015 Holiday Envelope Campaign
was quickly upon us, and, with the support of
the creative team at Blohm Creative Partners
and the legwork of GLFB board member Larry
Lee, we once again launched the event at East
Lansing’s MacDonald Middle School. Special
thanks are in order for Associate Principal John
Atkinson, Principal Merem Frierson and their
staff, and the wonderful students whose food
drive brought hundreds of pounds of food
which was distributed in East Lansing through
our agency network. Guest speakers included
Linda Headley, immediate past chair of the
GLFB board; Stephanie Angel, representing LSJ
Publisher Brian Priester and the team at the
Lansing State Journal; Rep. Sam Singh and Rep.
Tom Cochran; two talented MacDonald Middle
School students, and Sarah Garcia, representing
Accident Fund, which began our campaign in
style with a check for $25,000. The GLFB team
used this occasion to present its second annual
report on the state of hunger in the Greater
Lansing Tri-county area. Unfortunately, we had
to report that the need for support had risen
nearly 10 percent in the Greater Lansing area
over the past year, although it had leveled out
in the outlying areas. The bottom line was that
hunger is real, and as long as there is a need, the
Greater Lansing Food Bank will be there to meet
that need.
The 24th annual Harvest Gathering brought
food banks from around the state together
at the University Club of MSU just before the
Thanksgiving holiday. Michigan Attorney
General Bill Schuette reminded everyone why

GARDEN PROJECT

FOOD MOVERS
FOOD MOVERS
Executive Director Joe Wald (right) and MI Attorney General Bill
Schuette (left) present Beacon of Light Award to Gene Shanahan
and his team at WLNS TV-6 for their support of the GLFB.

GARDEN
PROJECT

LANSING ROOTS

he and his wife Cynthia had initiated the
Harvest Gathering years ago—to highlight
the need to feed far too many of our friends
and neighbors across our state. Beyond just
creating awareness, his efforts and those of
state workers from across Michigan bring
thousands of pounds of food and thousands
of dollars to support the work of the food
banks across our state. At the event, the GLFB
recognized Gene Shanahan and his team at
WLNS TV-6 for the wonderful support they
give year after year to the GLFB, highlighted
for the past two years by the station’s 12 Days
of Giving program, sponsored by Auto-Owners
Insurance Company and its CEO, Jeff Herrold.
Jeff and GLFB board member Lupe Izzo taped
public service announcements (PSAs) for the
GLFB which aired throughout the holidays.
Throughout the year, but especially during the
holidays, the entire management team is in
high demand for interviews. Led by Joe Wald,
Alex Bryan, Kim Harkness, Kim Shapiro, and
board chair Joe Chahine, our story was told
many times in 2014.
Our 2014-2015 Envelope Campaign was a
great success, as once again the people and
businesses of the communities we serve
stepped forward to support the work we do. It
is only because of this continuing support that
we are able to distribute nutritious food across
Ingham, Eaton, Clinton, Shiawassee, Gratiot,
Isabella and Clare counties.

FOOD
MOVERS

Working with 24 donor restaurants, kitchens, cafeterias
and conference centers across the Greater Lansing
community, the Food Movers team rescued nearly
LANSING ROOTS
100,000 pounds of prepared and perishable food and
delivered these meals at no charge to 10 area shelters
and kitchens. This innovative program brings all types of
prepared meals (including some unexpected desserts) to
a variety of recipients. These comments tell the story:

“Food Movers is a great program!! We really appreciate
them. They provide food that we can’t afford to buy. They
help us to stretch our food dollars and the men and women
look forward to deliveries.”
– Betty Shaheen for Holden House and Glass House (National Council on Alcoholism)

“We really value the Food Movers program. It is a great
help to providing meals for our shelter residents. The food
items delivered are great, the diversity of the food options
are terrific. The kids in our shelter look forward to Mondays
to enjoy the foods that Food Movers has donated. We
greatly appreciate Food Movers’ donations to our clients
and our shelter ... At Christmas, Food Movers donated
several gingerbread houses. We had a night where our
shelter youth worked in teams to decorate their houses and
we used them for decorations throughout the Christmas
season.”
- Jennifer Cousineau, Gateway Community Services (Crossroads)
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The GLFB Garden Project had
another busy and productive
GLFB
summer
growing season,
Report
Card Captions
4/6/15
supporting more than 115
community gardens across the
Greater Lansing community.

is proud to support the Garden Project and
grow healthy, local food.

An innovative program of the Garden Project,
Lansing Roots, supported by a USDA grant,
has introduced an exciting new concept to
the community. This new marketing model,
Community Supported Agriculture (CSA), is
a direct partnership between local farmers
#5
and local food consumers in the form of a
These gardens provided fresh, healthy
weekly vegetable subscription. “Subscribers”
Their garden grows for donations. Jon Dahl, garden leader at North Pointe Garden in
produce for the gardeners, but did so much
or “shareholders” will make a payment to the
DeWitt, with a helper.
more. Our gardeners tell us the role the
GLFB at the beginning of the season and
gardens play in bringing neighbors together
will receive a box of produce (10-15 different
#9 to create a sense of shared community. At the
items) each week for 20 weeks throughout
MSU Community Garden at Spartan Village,
the growing season. The Lansing Roots CSA
Alex Bryan (left) at Comcast Cares Day at Cristo Rey Center, April 26, 2015.
international students can’t say enough about is unique in that it is a multi-grower CSA,
how important the GLFB Garden Project team featuring vegetables from several different
#10was in creating a sense of self-sufficiency,
farmers.
helping them grow fresh food when they
North
Elementary
Summer Garden
Club donated
pounds of veggies
to enthusiasm
Southside
The
of one local participant
had
never gardened
before.
It also 39.5
brought
Community Kitchen in 2014.
tells it all: “I have gardened for many years,
neighbors together who had never met.
planting the regular vegetables—tomatoes,
To give you a better understanding of the
beans, peas, squash and peppers. So, last year,
reach
of
the
Garden
Project,
we
want
to
share
#12
when I saw the opportunity to participate in
one of many stories:
Grange Acres Community Gardeners pick up plants at the Resource Center
May,for
2014.
the in
CSA
a reasonable cost, I was excited
Lynne Martinez is one of our community
to be a part of it. It was a fun experience for
gardeners. She has been gardening at
our family. Although my kids didn’t develop
#14
Paradise Garden for four years and has
a love for greens like I had hoped, they did
chosenEnergy
to stay
at Paradise
because
discover
garlic scapes, radish pods and a
Consumers
employees
pitched in
to help theshe
GLFBlikes
on Giving Tuesday,
December
the name so much. “You can’t help but be
2, 2014.
number of other new vegetables that they
happy gardening in a paradise,” she said. This
would have never known about. We were also
season Lynne grew “a little bit of everything,”
able to put some vegetables away and enjoy
from asparagus to zucchini and a whole lot in
them in the winter! We loved coming down to
between. She said she gardens for the healthy the City Market each week to discover what
food, good exercise, a sense of community,
new treats we would find in the CSA box that
and to be out in the sun. Lynne also said
week. It was very helpful to receive an email
that she supports the Garden Project and its
each week that explained who the gardeners
programs because she believes it is important were and recipes we could use. It is so nice to
for people to learn that they have more
be able to support local gardeners!”
control over their food than they think. She
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TOP: North Elementary Summer Garden Club donated
39.5 pounds of veggies to Southside Community
Kitchen in 2014.
CENTER: Their garden grows for donations. Jon Dahl,
garden leader at North Pointe Garden in DeWitt, with
a helper.
BOTTOM: Grange Acres Community Gardeners pick up
plants at the Resource Center in May, 2014.
OPPOSITE PAGE: Michigan apples are among the fresh
food bounties of fall gleaning.

”

Our gardeners tell us
the role the gardens
play in bringing
neighbors together to
create a sense of shared
community.
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At their church, Carl and Mary learned about
a local food pantry that would help them.
Mary commented that she never expected
to have to ask for help; they thought their
retirement was set.

”

Meeting Some of the People We Serve
The team at the GLFB believes it is important to measure our impact at every opportunity
we can. We also believe that, as stewards of the community resources entrusted to us
through donations of food, dollars, volunteer time and more, we need to constantly
let the community know how we are investing these resources. Yet we never want to
lose sight that we don’t feed numbers, we feed people. For that reason, we believe it is
important to share some stories about the people that we—and our community—serve.
Here are just a few of the many stories we heard in 2014:
Carl and Mary

John

Carl and Mary are now retired. They have worked diligently

John is a retired worker and military veteran. His pension helps,

their entire lives, never living extravagantly, never taking

but with his chronic medical conditions and family needs,

expensive vacations or making expensive purchases. They

he does not have enough resources to feed himself and his

raised their family, put them through school and were prepared

family, which includes his children and his aging parents. At a

for their retirement years with what they expected would be

downtown Lansing food distribution, he shared how fortunate

a modest but sufficient income so they would not have to be

he feels to live in a community that cares, a community that

a “burden“ to their children. They donated what they could to

takes care of its own. As he filled his basket with fresh produce,

local charities, including the GLFB and their local church, and

meats, bakery goods and canned goods, he pledged to

volunteered when they could. In 2014, though, illness struck

remember what it felt like to be given help, so one day he can

Carl, and, without warning, their nest egg was gone. They now

experience what it feels like to be on the giving side of caring.

experienced “food insecurity” firsthand—not having enough
income to pay for all their expenses including rent, utilities,

Young boy

gas for their car, prescriptions and food, like many families in

At one of the many “mobile pantries” sponsored by the GLFB, we

mid-Michigan and nationwide. At their church, Carl and Mary

encountered two senior citizens with their two grandchildren.

learned about a local food pantry that would help them. Mary

At these distributions of thousands of pounds of food, families

commented that she never expected to have to ask for help;

leave with bags and boxes of fresh produce, canned and boxed

they thought their retirement was set. Yet, she was so very

foods, frozen chicken and turkey and beverages. As the young

thankful that the community was there when they needed

boy was given a bag of food from the volunteer, he was asked

support. Giving, she said, is a lot more fun, but she will never

if he would like some help in carrying the large bag to his

forget the smiling pantry volunteers who were there when she

grandparent’s car. He grasped the bag, refusing to let go, and it

and Carl needed help.

quickly became apparent how valuable this bag of food was to
him. No words were necessary. We knew that on that day, we
had just made a difference for a family in need.
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Recognizing Some Important Partners
At the GLFB, we understand the
importance of living and working
in a caring community. Every

Unfortunately, there is not enough room in this report card to recognize the
thousands of people and organizations that provided this critical support
over the past year. But we want to provide a sample of the broad support
we received, and to thank everyone—whether mentioned here or not—

day we see individuals, families,

who provided support.

businesses and foundations

Thank you to our many retail partners who donated millions of pounds of

stepping forward to provide the

food for us to sort and redistribute. This includes Walmart, Meijer, Sam’s

support we need to get millions of

Club, Kroger, Target and Save-A-Lot. Thanks also to Kellogg Center,

pounds of food—which translates
into millions of meals—to all

MSU Concessions, Pizza Hut South Lansing, Jersey Giant Grand
Ledge, The Lansing Center, Jersey Giant W. Saginaw, Longhorn
Steakhouse, Union Pizzeria, Red Lobster, Olive Garden, Carrabba’s,

corners of our community and

Bob Evans and Great Harvest, which provide prepared foods for our

region. This support comes in

Food Movers program to rescue. And thanks to businesses in the area that

the form of volunteer hours; in-

provide financial support and send their employees to volunteer at the

kind donations of products and

GLFB, such as the Accident Fund, Jackson National, Auto-Owners,
Farm Bureau, LAFCU and MSUFCU, as well as organizations like Agro-

services to defray costs that would

Culture Liquid Fertilizers, Huffman Farms and Chiquita, that provide

otherwise take valuable financial

thousands of pounds of fresh produce for us to redistribute. We are also

resources; and, of course, financial
support.

blessed to receive support from area foundations including the Bennie
C. Wickens Foundation, the James and Kimberly Currie Foundation,
the Consumers Energy Foundation and the J. R. Albert Foundation.
A sampling of additional financial and in-kind supporters includes India
Cultural Society, Option1 Credit Union, Central Michigan University
women’s basketball and their Hoops for Hunger program, WLNSTV6, PM Associates, Meridian Plumbing, the Foresight Group and
many, many more. Support also comes through programs such as the
Kroger Community Rewards and the Meijer Simply Give programs,
providing important resources to GLFB and our local agencies to purchase
food across our community.to the GLFB and the people we serve.
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Greater Lansing Food Bank

IN THE NEWS

First grader raises $150 for GLFB
Seven-year-old Hannah Henreys just wanted to help people in need,
her parents said. When she heard about the Greater Lansing Food
Bank feeding hungry children, she’d found her cause.
“We knew that it was going to be the food bank,” said Leigh Henreys,
Hannah’s mom.
Hannah ran a lemonade stand to raise money
and gave the proceeds—more than $150—to
the GLFB. Executive Director Joe Wald was
moved and grateful.
“Hannah is a little girl with a big heart,” he
said. “She wanted to help make sure children
in our community have enough to eat. Her
gift will provide many meals for kids in need.”

Hannah Henrys at her
lemonade stand and
receiving recognition for 			
her efforts .

Information for this story from WLNS-TV, Lansing, MI
and WLNS.com.

Senator Debbie Stabenow honored at Food Bank Council of Michigan
Greater Lansing Food Bank board
members Joe Chahine, Cheryl Wald and
Larry Lee and GLFB Executive Director
Joe Wald attended a reception held for
Senator Debbie Stabenow at the Food
Bank Council of Michigan on December
19, 2014. Pictured from left are Joe Wald,
Senator Stabenow and Cheryl Wald.
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Arloa, Kathy, Louise and Terry sorting produce.

MSU medical student and volunteer, Bryant Anderson.

Chris Scanga volunteers for Lansing Roots.

Recognizing Special Volunteers
Every single volunteer who gives
us their time and talents plays an
important role at the GLFB. There
are so many wonderful people, it is
difficult to know where to start. So,
as a tribute to all of our volunteers
who make a difference every day,
we want to highlight a few of these
incredible people.
Every Tuesday afternoon since the summer of
2012, Arloa, Kathy, Louise and Terry have
gathered in the warehouse to sort donated
produce. This is an incredibly important
job as the GLFB strives to get more fresh
fruits and vegetables out to our pantries for
distribution. Arloa, Kathy and Louise started
out in our gleaning program, while Terry
originally came on as a warehouse volunteer.
These wonderful women categorize and sort
everything from bagged lettuce to oranges,
potatoes and tomatoes, and everything you
could possibly find in your grocer’s produce
section, boxing them up in a way that makes
it most convenient for our agencies to take
the product. Many, many thanks to our
“Produce Ladies.”
Nikki originally started volunteering in
the warehouse to fulfill hours for her class
at Siena Heights University, where she is
studying to be a social worker. Multiple times
a week, Nikki shows up to do whatever is
most needed, whether that’s data entry, food
sorting or stuffing envelopes. “Volunteering
to me is a contribution to your community.
It’s an opportunity to engage with likeminded people to build a better community,”
Nikki said. “In volunteering, you engage with
people who may or may not be like you,
but we all have the same focus. You get this
feeling of hope that you are part of a positive
change.” You certainly are, Nikki! Thanks for
all you do.

Bryant Anderson is in medical school at
Michigan State University studying neurology.
Yet even with his incredibly packed schedule,
he still finds the time to help out every Friday
afternoon at our warehouse. “My choice to
volunteer stems from a fundamental belief in
promoting equality. I believe that those who
are privileged and able-bodied have a moral
responsibility to help others who are less
privileged. In other words, one’s own privilege
should be used as a tool to uplift the overall
well-being of the underprivileged,” he said.
“The Greater Lansing Food Bank is certainly
one component of the overall effort of
equality promotion in the state of Michigan.
From the first time I volunteered here it was
clear that the people I worked with held a
very similar belief. This shared value system,
along with the actual viewable impact of the
Food Bank’s multiple programs, have kept me
volunteering for nearly two years now and
I’m looking forward to continue being a part
of its overall efforts in the future!” You are a
wonderful spokesperson for the GLFB, Bryant
— we are so happy to have you as part of our
team! Thank you for your work, words, and
compassion.
The Garden Project and Lansing Roots
programs are also incredibly blessed to
have the support of such passionate and
dedicated volunteers. Zel Seidenberg has
volunteered for the past four years with the
Greater Lansing Food Bank in more ways than
one can imagine. After retiring from a long
career in education, Zel became interested
in volunteering as a way to stay involved in
the community and meet her intellectual
and social needs. Quickly she became a wellrounded volunteer, involved in the many
aspects of our programs.
Zel began by doing clerical work in the office
(which she still does every Tuesday!). She then
became interested in the Garden Project and
began sorting and packaging seed donations
throughout the winter months. Wanting to
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stay involved with the program, she began
volunteering at the Garden Project Resource
Center, greeting gardeners and assisting with
registration. Whenever she could, she also
volunteered at local pantries in the Lansing
area, helping to distribute food to clients and
for our annual events such as the Empty Plate
Dinner and Empty Bowls Luncheon.
What has Zel’s experience meant to her after
all this time?
“It has been four years since I first began and
have found it a remarkable experience. Their
programs have grown and changed, now
offering the community much more than
when I began. I have made new friends with
several staff members, as they are great to
work with, always accepting and friendly and
the clients are friendly and interesting to talk
with. I am so glad I am able to continue being
a part of this great organization committed
to providing food and resources to the
community.”
As many of you might know, it takes a lot of
hard work to maintain a garden, let alone a
multi-acre farm, which is why the Lansing
Roots Farm is so appreciative of volunteers
like Chris Scanga. Chris recently moved to
Michigan from Pennsylvania and was seeking
a volunteer opportunity that allowed him
to connect to his farming roots. His paternal
grandfather owned a dairy farm, and his
father bought 140 acres in western PA to raise
beef cattle when Chris was a child. Before
moving to Michigan, Chris took over running
his family farm which turned into a U-pick
operation. As he says, “There is a connection,
based on my family history, to the Roots
farmers, people who are actively working
to strengthen their place in this community
and to help themselves. At Roots, I have met
friendly, committed, smart people who are
actively working to find the right processes,
products and programs.” Thank you, Chris, for
your hard work and dedication! We appreciate
all you do!

FINANCIAL SUMMARY OF OPERATIONS
For the nine months ended June 30, 2014
Total Income (for nine months ended June 30, 2014)...............$12,313,596
Expenses:
Program Services.............................................................. $10,998,316
Food Bank......................................................................................... $10,724,496
Garden Project....................................................................................... $153,788
Roots....................................................................................................... $120,032
Supporting Services...............................................................$341,111
Management & general....................................................................... $198,982
Fundraising............................................................................................. $142,129
Total Expenses....................................................................$11,339,429
Ending Net Assets:................................................................ $4,722,271

Thank you For Your Continuing Support!
With our new relationship with Feeding America, the GLFB board decided to move our year
end from September 30 to June 30 in 2014. This will coincide with our reporting requirements
to Feeding America at the end of their fiscal year. Thus we underwent only a nine-month audit
this year. Still, we think this confirms the picture which has been shared in past years: that
the team of the GLFB strives every year to run an efficient operation, focusing its efforts and
resources on getting food to people in need. Below is a summary of our nine-month audit.
(Copies of the audit report are available to the community upon request.)

Financial Accountability
The team at the GLFB is pleased to share that the organization again received a clean audit from our auditors,
Maner Costerisan. After a comprehensive audit of our procedures, books and records for the nine months
ended June 30, 2014, the auditors found no issues with adherence to policies and procedures, accounting
principles, conflicts or management practices. The GLFB is adhering to the financial guidelines as set by
the yearly budget approved by the board of directors. Once again the management team demonstrated its
commitment to being both socially responsible and efficient as evidenced by the fact that administrative and
fundraising costs are just 3% of total expenses for the organization. This is a conscious commitment of the
organization to maximize our resources on providing food to those in need.
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Public Support & Revenue

•
•
•
•
•
•

1%

General
Contributions
Donated Food (FMV)
and In-Kind

3%

5%

15%

16%

Federal and
Government Sources
Special Events
Program Services
Corporate and
Foundation Grants
61%

Expenditures

•
•
•
•

2% 2% 1%

Food Acquisition
and Distribution
Garden Project and
Lansing Roots
Management and			
General
Fundraising

95%

SOURCE: Audit, fiscal year 2013/2014, nine months ending June 30, 2014.

We hope you have found this GLFB 2015 Report Card
to the Community to be informative. We recognize that our
ability to meet the needs in the communities we serve is dependent on
the support of our community. With this in mind, this report is our way
of telling our story, but also of saying thank you to the thousands who
believe in our mission and step forward in countless ways to provide this
immeasurable support. We hope you will not hesitate to contact us if
you have any questions.

Office: 919 Filley St.
Lansing, MI 48906
P.O. Box 16224
Lansing, MI 48901
Phone: 517-853-7800
Email address:
glfb@greaterlansingfoodbank.org
Website address:
www.greaterlansingfoodbank.org
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