
 

 



 

Celebrating            of 

The Greater Lansing Food Bank 
Empty Plate Strolling Dinner and Auction 

 

Tuesday, May 17, 2016 
5:30 p.m. 

Big Ten Room 
Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center, Michigan State University 

East Lansing, Michigan 

 

In 9 years, nearly $2.5 million raised has helped to feed tens of thousands of families  

And unfortunately the need continues… 

Support the Greater Lansing Food Bank’s 10th annual Empty Plate Strolling Dinner & Auction 
 

Guests will enjoy at one of Mid-Michigan’s premier events: 
 

 A casual strolling dinner featuring the area’s top chefs from: 
 

The State Room at Kellogg Hotel & Conference Center 
Bordeaux at Crowne Plaza Lansing West 

Morton’s Fine Catering 
Spartan Signature Catering 

Troppo/Tavern and Tap 
University Club of MSU 

 

 The presentation of the inaugural Greater Lansing Food Bank Founders’ Award recognizing 
exceptional community service in the spirit of our founders 

 A commemorative “empty plate” decorated by local school children 

 A Live and Silent auction featuring unique items including sports packages, vacation packages and 
other distinctive objects and opportunities 

 A chance to socialize with many of your friends and community leaders 

 An important opportunity to make a difference for thousands of our neighbors in need 
 

 
 

All proceeds benefit the Greater Lansing Food Bank 

 



 

 

2016 Sponsorship Levels & Benefits 
1 semi-truck load of food helps to feed 300 families for a week! 

 
$20,000+ Platter Sponsorship 

Title Sponsor  
Helps GLFB purchase 1 semi-truck load of food 

Right of first refusal for 2017 event 
Name of sponsor above Empty Plate logo 

Recognition as Honorary Host Committee member 
Private Top Sponsors’ reception with GLFB leadership & special VIP Guest 

Recorded segment in Title Sponsor video aired at event 
Recognition from the stage 
Name on all media releases 

Full page ad in program book 
Contribution recognized on streaming video at event 

Name on all printed material (invitations, program book, etc.)*  
Name listed on Thank You posters at event 

Name on GLFB website, Facebook, Twitter and other Social Media 
Unique Hand-Painted Commemorative Plate 

Article feature in GLFB’s Annual Report publication  
12 tickets (additional tickets upon request) 

 

$10,000 Dinner Plate Sponsorship 
Helps GLFB purchase ½ semi-truck load of food 

½ page ad in program book 
Recognition as Honorary Host Committee member 

Private Top Sponsors’ reception with GLFB leadership & special VIP Guest 
Recognition in Title Sponsor video aired at event 

Contribution recognized on streaming video at event 
Name on all printed material (invitations, program book, etc.)*  

Name listed on Thank You posters at event 
Name on GLFB website, Facebook, Twitter and other Social Media 

Unique Hand-Painted Commemorative Plate 
Article feature in GLFB’s Annual Report publication  

10 tickets to event 
 

$7,500 Lunch Plate Sponsorship 
Helps GLFB purchase 295 cases of tuna 

¼ page ad in program book 
Contribution recognized on streaming video at event 

Name on all printed material (invitations, program book, etc.)*  
Name listed on Thank You posters at event 

Name on GLFB website, Facebook, Twitter and other Social Media 
Hand-Painted Commemorative Plate 

Article feature in GLFB’s Annual Report publication 
10 tickets to event  

10 tickets to event 
 

 
$5,000 Salad Plate Sponsorship 

Helps GLFB purchase 340 cases of peanut butter 
1/8 page ad in program book 

Contribution recognized on streaming video at event 
Name on all printed material (invitations, program book, etc.)*  

Name listed on Thank You posters 
Name on GLFB website, Facebook, Twitter and other Social Media 

Hand-Painted Commemorative Plate 
8 tickets to event 

 
$2,500 Bread Plate Sponsorship 

Helps GLFB purchase 175 cases of beef stew 
Contribution recognized on streaming video at event 

Name on all printed material (invitations, program book, etc.)*  
Name listed on Thank You poster board at event 

Name on GLFB website, Facebook, Twitter and other Social Media 
Hand-Painted Commemorative Plate 

8 tickets to event 
 

$1,500 Appetizer Plate Sponsorship 
Helps GLFB purchase 150 cases of soup 

Name on all printed material (invitations, program book, etc.)*  
Name listed on Thank You poster board at event 

Name on GLFB website, Facebook, Twitter and other Social Media 
Hand-Painted Commemorative Plate 

6 tickets to event 
 

$1,000 Dessert Plate Sponsorship 
Helps GLFB purchase 110 cases of canned green beans 

Name on all printed material (invitations, program book, etc.)*  
Name listed on Thank You poster board at event 

Name on GLFB website, Facebook, Twitter and other Social Media 
Hand-Painted Commemorative Plate 

4 tickets to event 

 
 
 

 
Individual Tickets : $125 per person – Helps GLFB purchase 20 cases of macaroni and cheese 

 
*Please make your sponsorship commitment in a timely manner in order to receive full sponsorship benefits 

 
Invitation print deadline: March 28, 2016 

Program print deadline:  May 6, 2016 
 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 
 
 

In the nine years since the Empty Plate Strolling Dinner and Auction began, businesses and individuals 
in our community have contributed nearly $2.5 million to help feed those in need.  

This translates to more than 18 million nutritious meals provided!  
But the need continues… 

 

With food donations down across our region, the need to purchase more food is growing. This added expense will assure 
that no one in our community will go hungry. It is our pledge to all those who have provided support, because it is what 
the community expects from the Greater Lansing Food Bank. 
 

Our founders, Camille Abood, David Hollister, Pat Babcock and Bill Long, understood that no one in our community should 
go hungry. Thirty-five years later the team at the GLFB is committed to that pledge. It is only because of the support of 
our community that we are able to purchase the food that just a short time ago was being donated. Please consider 
becoming a sponsor to help make certain that there are ample supplies of nutritious food on every plate in our community. 
It is what caring communities do! 
 

In honor of the 10th anniversary of the Empty Plate event, we are asking all of our sponsors to accept a one-time “10 for 
10” Challenge. You can meet this challenge one of three ways: 

 

Participate in the “10 for 10” Challenge to help honor  
10 years of Empty Plate by: 

 

 Increasing your previous Sponsorship by $10,000 
or 

 Becoming a $10,000 Dinner Plate Sponsor 
or 

 Adding 10% to your Sponsorship amount 
 

Help us celebrate 10 years of Empty Plate giving by accepting the “10 for 10” Challenge. Together let’s 
make this 10 year anniversary stand out. Let’s set new standards for the people of Mid-Michigan by 
taking care of those who need our help! 
 

All 10 for 10 participants will received special program recognition in addition to specific  
Sponsorship Level benefits 



 

 

Recognizing our Founders 
 
As the recession in 1981 was taking its toll on the Lansing community, four of Lansing’s leaders came together to 
address the issue of people in their community potentially going hungry. This was not acceptable to Camille Abood, 
Patrick Babcock, David Hollister and Bill Long. Their concern, compassion and determination led to the birth of 
what would become the Greater Lansing Food Bank (GLFB). 
 
They determined that no one in their community should go hungry, and 35 years later, this is still our mantra today! 
Their vision and empathy created more than just an organization. They created a movement that the people and 
businesses of the Greater Lansing area have supported since that first call to action. 
 
In recognition of these past 9 years, this year’s 10 year anniversary event will be highlighted with a 
recognition of the work of our Founders.  It is because of their vision, compassion and commitment to action, that 
for the past 35 years, this community and our region has come together not for just one day or one month, but every 
day of the  year for each of these years to make certain that everyone in our community has nutritious food on their 
tables. Who have we served? Individuals and families, young and old, people of every background, ethnicity and 
religion. Tens of thousands of people every year - because that is what caring communities do. It is exactly the 
message from our Founders. And it is in this spirit that 35 years after they came together to meet a need, we as an 
organization and as a community come together to say thank you for what you created. Thank you for creating a 
template. Thank you for caring. Coming together not for recognition, but to help those in need, today we once again 
say thank you. 
 

 
Founders’ Award 

 

On this the 10th anniversary of the Empty Plate Dinner, we will introduce and present the inaugural Founders Award. 
We will dedicate this award to our Founders and recognize the impact that they have had on our community. We 
will then make the inaugural Founders Award presentation to recognize an individual(s) or organization that has 
stepped forth to make a positive impact on our community, through their work with the GLFB, in the tradition of our 
Founders. Each year thereafter, the GLFB Founders Award will be presented at the Empty Plate Dinner. 

 
 
 
 
 
 



 

GREATER LANSING FOOD BANK 
2015-2016 

 

Across our nation, in our state and even in our local community, food insecurity is a very real challenge for many of our friends 
and neighbors. Food insecurity is a situation where even though an individual or a family member may be working; they are not 
earning enough to pay all of their bills. You ask, how does this happen? 
 
Since the recession of 2008, the good paying jobs of many wage earners have been downsized or eliminated. Unexpected illness 
or injury is another way this situation occurs. No one chooses to be food insecure. And no one wants to see his or her family go 
hungry. That is where the Greater Lansing Food Bank comes in to help. At the Greater Lansing Food Bank, we want to take food 
out of the painful equation of which bills to pay, because we believe that food is a basic right and no one should go hungry in our 
community.  For 35 years we have been there to help those in need.  Imagine for a moment that the food bank did not exist - it 
would be a frightening thought for many families, seniors, children and veterans right here in mid-Michigan. 
 
The Greater Lansing Food Bank works closely with our network of more than 130 partner agencies to turn your generous gifts 
into much needed meals for those who might otherwise be hungry in our 7 county region of Clinton, Eaton, Ingham, Clare, 
Isabella, Gratiot and Shiawassee counties. In fact, more than 95 cents of every dollar you donate goes directly toward our 
mission of feeding those in need. 
 
The role of the GLFB is to supply this network with nutritious food for distribution to those in need on a timely basis. Because 
of your support, we expect to provide more than 6 million meals this year.  
 
With Your Help We Will: 
 

 Continue to make certain that all those that are at risk for being hungry in Ingham, Eaton Clinton, Shiawassee, Clare, 
Isabella and Gratiot counties can put food on their tables. 

 Support home and community gardening through The Garden Project so that residents can grow fresh food and take a 
major step toward self-sufficiency. 

 Expand Food Movers from solely food rescue and food distributions, to moving all types of food, such as produce and 
other potentially perishable foods to those in need in a timely manner. 

 Collaborate with our partner organizations, to ensure no one feels the pangs of hunger in mid-Michigan. 
 Expand our partnerships with area farmers to provide more fresh and healthy produce to all those in need, and 
 Purchase more than $1 million worth of nutritious food to distribute across our network. 

 
Who are the people who we (the GLFB and the community) are helping today? 
 

 Children 
 Seniors on fixed incomes 
 Families 
 Returning military 
 Underemployed 
 People who just a short time ago were our donors 
 New college graduates who cannot find a job 
 80% of the people we served have attained a high school degree of GED and more than 30% of the 

people we served have post high school education, licensing or degrees. 
 

In the 7 counties GLFB serves there are 680,520 people of whom 104,800 are food insecure; among those served: 
 

38% are younger than 18 
8% are 65 and older 

46% report having to choose between paying for food and heat 
34% report having to choose between paying for food and medicine 

36% of households served have one or more employed adults 
 
Why do we once again ask for your support? The answer is simple. There are far too many in our communities who need help. 
We are purchasing more food today than ever before to meet this need.  
 
At the GLFB, we are committed to working with our many community friends and partners to make certain that no one 
in our community will go hungry. 
 
Thank you for your support. Thank you for being a caring community! 



 

 

2015 Empty Plate Sponsors 
 

$20,000 Title Platter Sponsors 
 

                                 McLaren Greater Lansing                   Jackson National Life                         Earthcom, Inc. 
  

$10,000 Dinner Plate Sponsors 
 

         Anonymous   Lansing Neurosurgery  Brig & Francine Sorber 
 

$7,500 Lunch Plate Sponsors 
 

Mary Ellen Sheets & Tom Amiss 
 

$5,000 Salad Plate Sponsors 
  

Auto-Owners Insurance 
Jonathan Cooper, DO 
Dowding Industries 

DTN Management Co. 
The George F. Eyde Family 

Farm Bureau Insurance 

Sue & Cliff Haka 
Kahl, Kahl and Caltrider –  

Wells Fargo Advisors 
LAFCU 

Richard & Suzanne Lasch 
 

MSU College of Osteopathic Medicine 
MSU Federal Credit Union 

Neogen Corporation 
Shaheen Auto Group 

Troppo  

 

$2,500 Bread Plate Sponsors 
 

 Accident Fund Holdings, Inc. 
BLFP 

The Christman Company 
Consumers Energy 

Dean Transportation 
Foster Swift Collins & Smith, PC 

Great Lakes Hand Surgery Center,  
William Truluck, DO 

Suzanne Hanses, DO, PLLC 
LIUNA, Laborers’ District Council of MI 

Joseph & Harriet Mashni 
Meijer 

MI Milk Producers Association 
Moonsail North 

 
 

Nancy Passanante 
Public Sector Consultants 

William & Lori Nelson Spielman 
Great Lakes Hand Sugery Center –  

William Truluck, DO 
Cheryl & Joe Wald 

$1,500 Appetizer Plate Sponsors 
 

 Douglas & Jean Buhler 
Dykema 

Fraser Trebilcock Davis & Dunlap 
Greater Lansing MLK Holiday Commission 

ITC Holdings Corp. 

Michigan Regional Council of Carpenters,  
Local 1004 

Orchid Orthopedic Solutions, LLC 
Plante Moran 

Zel Seidenberg 

Sparrow Health System 
UAW Region 1D 

Warner Norcross & Judd, LLP 

 

 $1,000 Dessert Plate Sponsors 
Alta Equipment Company 

Anonymous 
In Memory of Donald Ashland 

ASK 
Joan Bauer & Doug Langham 

Wolfgang & Diane Bauer 
Beals Institute 

Louis Berkowitz Family Foundation 
BippusUSA.com National Auctions 

Leslie Brogan 
Barbara & Mike Busch 

Frank & Sharon Bustamante 
Capitol National Bank 

CATA 
CG Financial Services 

Michelle & Joseph Chahine 
Champion Chrysler Jeep Dodge 

ChurchWyble Law Firm 
Clark Construction  

The Tom Cleary Family 
Clerical-Technical Union of MSU 

Comcast Business 

Comerica Bank 
Carol & Paul Conn 

Larry Cooley 
The Dart Bank of Mason, Holt – 

 So. Lansing & Grand Ledge 
Jack & Sue Davis 

Delta Dental of Michigan 
Demmer Corporation 

Doctor’s Approach Dermatology 
The Doctors Company 

F&AM, Inc. 
Flagstar Bank 

GM Lansing Regional Operations 
Linda Gobler & Dennis Schornack 

Dr. & Mrs. Dave Gupta 
Brian & Kim Harkness 

Janice & David Hayhow 
Linda Headley & Peter Pratt 

Nancy & Mark Hollis 
Honigman Miller Schwartz & 

Cohn, LLP 
 

Paul & Donna Hufnagel 
Independent Bank 

Hon. James & Elizabeth Jamo 
Richard & Emalie Karp 

La Fille Gallery 
Lake Trust Credit Union 

Larry P. Lee 
Liberty Coin Service 
Dennis & Marta Litos 

Loomis Ewert Parsley Davis & 
Gotting, PC 

Maner Costerisan, PC 
Michael & Virginia Matheson 
McLellan Law Offices, PLLC 

Michigan Academy of  
Physician Assistants 

Michigan Legislative Consultants 
Michigan Osteopathic Association 

Jack & Bernice Miron 
Muchmore Harrington Smalley & 

Associates, Inc.  
 

NAI Mid-Michigan/ 
TMN Commercial–  
Kim & Jeff Shapiro 

Peckham, Inc. 
Public Affairs Associates 

Sinas Dramis Brake Boughton & 
McIntyre, PC 

SodexoMAGIC 
SuttonAdvisors, PLC 

Roselyn Tantraphol &  
Scott Swanson 

Team Schostak Family Restaurants – 
Applebee’s 

Tomie Raines, Inc. 
United Association of Plumbers & 

Pipefitters,  
Local 333 

Steve Vannocker & Clare Tanner 
Joy Whitten & Jeff Williams 

Willingham & Cote’, PC 
David & Rhonda Zimmerman 

  



 

Empty Plate Response Form 
 

Please make your sponsorship commitment in a timely manner in order to receive full sponsorship benefits: 
Invitation print deadline: March 28, 2016 

Program print deadline:  May 6, 2016 
 

Response can be faxed to (517) 853-7817, mailed to the address below or emailed to sarah@glfoodbank.org  
 

 Name:                
 Title:                
 Organization:               
 Address:               
 City:         State:       Zip:      
 Telephone:         Fax:         
 E-mail:                    

PLEASE PROVIDE E-MAIL AS TICKETS WILL BE ISSUED ELECTRONICALLY  

 Follow-up Contact:        Telephone:        
 Follow-up Contact E-mail:             

For all printed material please list how the recognition of the sponsorship gift should appear: 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
  

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Payment Information: 
     A check for the full amount is enclosed. 
     Please invoice me for the full amount. 
     Please bill my Visa/MasterCard or Discover card: 

Card #:     _________________CCV Code:_____ Expiration Date:  _  

   Signature:         ____________________________ 

   
Please make check payable to:  Greater Lansing Food Bank 
      P.O. Box 16224 
      Lansing, MI 48901 

 

 
For further information, please contact: Sarah Jaworski at (517) 853-7810 or email sarah@glfoodbank.org  

 

 YES, I will be a sponsor of the Empty Plate Dinner on May 17, 2016 to support the  Greater Lansing Food Bank 

 Platter Sponsor $20,000 (Title Sponsor)– Helps GLFB purchase 1 semi-truck load of food 

 Dinner Plate Sponsor $10,000  - Helps GLFB purchase ½  semi-truck load of food 

 Lunch Plate Sponsor $7,500 – Helps GLFB purchase 295 cases of tuna 

 Salad Plate Sponsor $5,000 – Helps GLFB purchase 340 cases of peanut butter 

 Bread Plate Sponsor $2,500 – Helps GLFB purchase 175 cases of beef stew 

 Appetizer Plate Sponsor $1,500 – Helps GLFB purchase 150 cases of soup 

 Dessert Plate Sponsor $1,000 – Helps GLFB purchase 110 cases of canned green beans 

 YES, I will accept the “10 for 10” Challenge to recognize 10 Years of Empty Plate by: 
 Increasing my previous Sponsorship Level by $10,000     Being a $10,000 Dinner Plate Sponsor 

Adding 10% to my 2016 Sponsorship (total to add = $__________________) 

 YES, I will purchase ___ Individual Tickets at $125 per person for a total of $________ 

 I cannot attend the event but enclosed is a donation of $    
 

Double your gift!  Ask your employer if they offer a matching gift program. 

 

mailto:sarah@glfoodbank.org
mailto:sarah@glfoodbank.org

