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Lansing Roots is a farm business 

support program that provides access 

to land, collaborative marketing and 

education. The Greater Lansing Food 

Bank has a history of self-help 

community garden support and this 

new approach aims to make our 

community more food secure for  

future generations by helping farmers 

succeed today.

Accomplishments in our first year of 

operations included: leased and 

managed more than 5 acres of land; 

constructed a barn and hoophouse; 

constructed fencing; installed irrigation 

and expanded our water source; 

identified financial support to purchase 

a tractor and implements to work the 

land; and, we began to identify many 

community partners to lend a hand. 

Most importantly, we found farmers 

who were willing to take a risk to  

follow through on their dreams and 

start a business.

What follows is a brief snapshot into 

the lives of those farmers as told using 

their words. Working with translators, 

as needed, we are able to show why 

farming is so important to these 

individuals and begin to tell a story  

of why our community needs more 

farmers for the future. 

Thanks for sharing your time with us, 
Alex Bryan
Garden Project Manager
&
Joe Wald
Greater Lansing Food Bank  
Executive Director

Growing  
Our Farmers
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Caitlin is a Mid-Michigan native, hailing 

from Howell, where she learned to farm 

from her mother (and later received 

further training as an apprentice at 

Urbandale farm). Recently married and 

working as a graphic designer by day, 

Caitlin is always busy! She named her 

plot at Lansing Roots “Planting Peace 

Farm” and started a community 

supported agriculture program this 

season, providing fresh food each  

week to a group of Lansing residents 

who have purchased a share of the 

food she grows. Caitlin lists the ability  

to share her farming experience with 

others and to learn their stories as the 

most enjoyable aspect of farming 

through Lansing Roots and indicates 

that the marketing cooperative has been 

invaluable in the process of getting 

started. Her biggest piece of advice for 

new farmers is to learn lots of weed 

suppression techniques.

CAITLIN



Both Tendi and Edward grew up 

farming in Zimbabwe. When they 

moved to Lansing, the couple found 

that their favorite foods from home were 

unavailable in Mid Michigan. They’re 

using their Lansing Roots farm as a way 

to fill this gap and provide fresh 

Zimbabwean produce to the local 

African immigrant and refugee 

community. Edward further explored  

his interest in food production as a 

student of agricultural economics, 

providing him and Tendi with important 

knowledge to help them market and sell 

the produce from their farm. In spite of 

their extensive agricultural experience, 

they have not yet been able to obtain 

the initial land and resources necessary 

to start their own farm. Lansing Roots 

provided a space for them to get past 

some of those hurdles.

TENDI & 
EDWARD



Originally from Bhutan, Bhuwani and 

Chandra spent 18 years in a refugee 

camp in Nepal before settling down in 

Lansing. They grew up farming and 

have now produced food in Bhutan, 

Nepal and the United States. This past 

season, they grew traditional food from 

Bhutan, including beans, potatoes, 

pumpkin, corn, and cabbage. They 

have been surprised by the American 

practice of farming in rows, rather than 

scattering seeds throughout fields, the 

predominant farming practice in Bhutan. 

Bhuwani indicates that the part she 

most enjoys about Lansing Roots is 

seeing how green everything is and 

having pride in the fruits of her labor.

BHUWANI & 
CHANDRA



Mohamed, a lifelong farmer, first came 

to the United States to study agricultural 

machinery. He has spent many years in 

the United States, Sudan, and Saudi 

Arabia working with machinery as well 

as training others how to use it in their 

farming practice. He finally settled in 

Lansing in 1999 in order to complete his 

PhD in agricultural machinery. Wanting 

to have an opportunity to work for 

himself and reconnect with the land, 

Mohamed chose to participate in 

Lansing Roots. He is growing a wide 

variety of foods this season, many of 

which are not typically found in the 

Lansing area. Mohamed finds the use 

of atypical crops to be an exciting 

challenge and has already learned 

many new practices to support the 

foods he grows, including arugula,  

okra, and purslane. He looks forward  

to continuing his very productive work 

at Lansing Roots in the future.

BHUWANI & 
CHANDRA

MOHAMED



After moving to the United States from 

a refugee camp in Nepal, Jit and Devi 

found themselves living in an apartment, 

unable to practice their farming skills  

as they had in Nepal and their native 

Bhutan. During their time in Nepal, they 

worked outside of the camp in local 

gardens to maintain their skills and the 

pair wanted to continue to produce 

food in their new home in Lansing. This 

first season, Jit and Devi have been very 

proud to learn the English names of 

many of the vegetables that are central 

to their culture. Their farm produces 

beans, corn, tomatoes, and cabbage. 

They hope to someday be able to  

move out to the country and surround 

themselves with farmland again. Jit  

and Devi are immensely enjoying the 

opportunity to be outdoors and spend 

time with each other on their Lansing 

Roots farm. 

JIT & DEVI



Jeylani came to Lansing in 2005 as a 

refugee from Somalia and currently 

works for Lutheran Social Services, 

providing support to other refugees in 

the area. Jeylani sees his farm as a 

space where he can enjoy being 

outdoors with his family and pass on 

the art and joy of growing food to his 15 

children, who participate in all aspects 

of the farming enterprise. Upon moving 

to Lansing, it became more difficult  

to get access to the kind of fresh  

foods that he ate in Somalia. He grows 

Somalian produce, which he supplies to 

the Lansing community as well as his 

family. He has brought many members 

of the local Somalian community to visit 

his farm and his efforts have become 

very popular within his community. 

JEYLANI



Harka and Bhima came to Lansing after 

spending 18 years in a refugee camp in 

Nepal. They have struggled to find work 

in the area and Lansing roots has been 

an important opportunity for them to do 

good work. They report that farming in 

Lansing is much easier than it was in 

their home country, Bhutan, because of 

the tools that we have at our disposal 

here. Harka has invested a lot of time in 

learning how to use American tools for 

his farming practice. When asked about 

his Lansing Roots experience so far, 

Harka says that he most enjoys the 

beauty of being on a farm, the access 

to fresh vegetables, and that overall he 

feels very happy to be there.    

HARKA & 
BHIMA



Abdulkadir, a lover of farming, found it 

difficult to engage in the practice upon 

moving to Lansing in 2004. He 

thoroughly enjoys the opportunity to 

return to an activity that he learned to 

do in his home country, Somalia, 

through Lansing Roots. Abdulkadir 

grew corn, spinach, tomatoes, and 

watermelon his first growing season 

and is very pleased that his crops did 

so well. He currently does custodial 

work, and he has aspirations of scaling 

up to a larger farm space in the future. 

Starting next season, he is hoping to 

expand his Lansing Roots plot.  

ABDULKADIR
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With support from:

greaterlansingfoodbank.org/lansingroots


