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Greater Lansing Food Bank Announces Significant New Farming Program as Yet another 

Vehicle to Fight Hunger in mid-Michigan 

 

Lansing, Michigan – November 27, 2012 – The Greater Lansing Food Bank (GLFB) today 

announced a significant new program, Lansing Roots, designed to help limited resource and/or 

socially disadvantaged individuals from the greater Lansing area begin successful market 

gardening and farming enterprises through a new and innovative incubator farm setting.  

Supported through a $365,000 three-year grant issued through the Beginning Farmer Rancher 

Development Program grant administered by the United States Department of Agriculture, 

National Institute of Food and Agriculture (USDA-NIFA), the Lansing Roots program is the first 

of its kind in the nation to be a partnership between USDA and a Feeding America Food Bank to 

start a farm business incubator. Lansing Roots is a program of the Greater Lansing Food Bank 

Garden Project, a program which supports over 90 community and neighborhood gardens 

yearly in the Greater Lansing area. 

For years, the GLFB’s Garden Project has heard gardeners express an interest in scaling up their 

growing to improve their livelihood. Additionally, local communities, neighborhood farmers 

markets and other outlets ask for more local produce from area growers.  

Lansing Roots will help bridge this growing gap by: 

 Improving the economic livelihood of low-income individuals and families through self-

employment in farming; 

 Increasing the number of small-scale producers growing for market; 

 Improving community food security and generating new foods for donation to the GLFB 

(through a demonstration farm area).  

Joe Wald, Executive Director of the Greater Lansing Food Bank expressed his appreciation for 

the support of U.S. Senator Debbie Stabenow, chairwoman of the Senate Agriculture 

Committee in applying for this grant. “The people of our state and region are truly fortunate to 

have an advocate like Senator Debbie Stabenow, chairwoman of the Senate Agriculture 

Committee, in Washington. Her leadership, guidance and support for this project played a 



significant role in our moving forward with this innovative approach to addressing the issues 

related to food insecurity.” 

The Lansing Roots program will offer participants space to grow at the Lansing Roots farm, as 

well as participation in training opportunities on growing techniques, business planning and 

marketing. Partners to the Lansing Roots program include Michigan State University’s nationally 

recognized Organic Farmer Training Program at the Student Organic Farm, as well as The 

Lansing Urban Farm Project which hosts an established apprenticeship program at Urbandale 

Farm, on Lansing’s Eastside. The GLFB is currently exploring land options for long-term lease 

and would be open to potential partnerships with individuals or businesses in or near Lansing.   

Who benefits from the project? 

 Socially-disadvantaged individuals looking to help themselves by: 

o Receiving access to Land 

o Accessing basic farm supplies, training, technical assistance and cooperative marketing 

o Gaining the ability to provide for themselves, their family and the community 

 The greater Lansing community with: 

o Food security through more farmers 

o Health benefits of more access to fresh produce 

o Economic benefits of more and diversified food businesses 

o A demonstration farm, in which produce will be grown and donated to those in need in 

the GLFB network of agencies 

o Long term impacts of people helping themselves and their community 

The Greater Lansing Food Bank  is a not- for- profit organization that solicits donations of 

money and food to make certain that all those in need in the seven counties of Ingham, Eaton 

Clinton, Shiawassee, Clare, Isabella and Gratiot can put food on their tables. All donations stay 

local and are reinvested in this mission. For more than 30 years, a dedicated group of volunteer 

Board of Directors has maintained an unwavering commitment and focus on serving those in 

need of food. For more information about the Greater Lansing Food Bank, visit 

www.greaterlansingfoodbank.org. 

For more information, please contact Lansing Roots Program Manager, Alex Bryan, at 517-853-7813 or 

LansingRoots@greaterlansingfoodbank.org. 
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